
PRAYER COLUMN 
 

 
Training: Cedar Campus 
As you receive this newsletter, 
I’ll be at Cedar Campus training 
the next generation of student 
leaders at Northwestern. Pray 
that students encounter God 
deeply and feel compelled to 
call their peers to the same 
encounter with God. 
 

Missions: Global Urban Trek 
You will see more on the special 
insert, but I cannot stress that I 
truly need prayer in this area 
this summer.  Pray ultimately 
that I provide godly leadership to 
the students I am leading, and 
pray that God does something 
deep in me as well.   
 

Finances: God’s Provision  
Thank God for his provision 
financially this year.  God has 
provided, and because of the 
enjoyment and results I’ve seen 
in ministry it is feasible for me to 
consider ministry with Inter-
Varsity as a viable outlet to 
continue to advance God’s 
Kingdom. 
 
Sabbath: Personal Resotration 
I truly need your prayers in this 
area as well.  Upon my return to 
the US in August, pray that I 
take time for full restoration after 
what has been the most 
prolonged season of intense 
ministry in my life.  Please pray 
that God meets me afterwards 
and I have the opportunity to 
rest in him. 
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Dear Friends and Family, 
 
I hate moving.  I’m doing it again right now, as I’m moving closer to campus in 
Evanston and am looking forward to wonderful opportunities for deeper 
connections with church, ministry, and the opportunity to slow down and be 
more fully present in my place of calling. 
 

That’s a great idea and all, but it requires moving.  And boxes.  And packing 
tape.  And moving heavy couches with pull-out beds.  And dust bunnies.  Thus, 
I still hate moving.  My life is in boxes sitting in a garage as I sit at a makeshift 
office on the floor of my empty apartment.  Did I mention I hate moving? 
 

The last time I had this feeling I was four years ago when I left my beloved 
adopted home of the south side of Chicago to the “north side” at 1440 West 
Winona. I was a brand new campus staff and the freshmen that were arriving
then on campus for the first time will soon be officially departing Northwestern 
at graduation in just a few short days.  The change in their lives has been 
amazing. 
 

Part of our vision in InterVarsity is to see lives transformed by Jesus.  I’ve sat 
and had conversations with several of the students I’ve mentored and seen 
develop over the years, and each of them has said they can’t believe how 
pleased they are with the person they have become because of the influence of 
God in their lives.   
 

This morning I had coffee with Andrea, a student who was on the leadership 
team her sophomore, junior, and senior years.  As we chatted, reminiscing over 
what the last three years had been to her, it was just a privilege to be a part of 
“helping her become herself, the self God intended her to be.”  Her confidence, 
maturity, and everything that has developed she recognized has come from her 
growing relationship with God and the community that follows Him.  I felt like 
taking off my sandals because I was standing on holy ground. 
 

Yesterday I caught up with Art, another senior who it took at least two quarters 
before he realized I was actually legitimate.  A brilliant student who has offers 
from every major medical school in the country, we reflected on how his 
experience in InterVarsity allowed him to understand how understanding the 
gospel has shaped his calling and seeing how he can truly be a world changer. 
 

Finally there is Jeremy.  Jeremy is a student who would never have considered 
a Christian fellowship, and was literally dragged out of bed to some of our 
events.  But this past year, as a leader, Jeremy’s friends, both Christian and 
non-Christian, have seen how Jesus has transformed his life and the peace 
that has replaced turmoil, strife, anger, frustration, and grief.  Jeremy is a 
changed man. 
 

The move to ministry, while painful at times, has been worth it.  Thanks for your 
support over the years in allowing Andrea, Art, Jeremy and other students to 
truly become themselves. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Bilhorn 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at Northwestern University Campus Staff 
Undergraduate Ministries 
Northwestern University 
 

1427 Chicago Ave. 
Evanston, IL  60201 
Office: (847) 492-8260 
Home: (773) 263-4872 
andrew_bilhorn@ivstaff.org 



 

What the students are saying about 
Engage NU… 
 

“…people are definitely talking, and I'm so 
encouraged. Even people in my dorm are 
talking about EngageNU and what it is. 
Some of them whom I invited came to the 
Celebration picnic. It's really great.
 

Speaking of the picnic, I was at work last 
night, on Saturday, and I was wearing my 
EngageNU t-shirt. A guy waiting in line saw 
it and asked, "Were you at the picnic 
today?" I said, "Yeah!" He said, "It was 
really great and really well done."
 

Another person on the same day, who was 
waiting to get her change, asked me, "What 
is this EngageNU thing? I've been seeing 
signs for it all through campus." I explained 
to her what it was, that it was sponsored by 
the Christian Intervarsity on campus and 
that we were having discussions about 
different pertinent issues on campus, like 
race, ambition, and science . . .  
 

At first she looked dubious and 
embarrassed when I told her that it was 
being sponsored by a Christian fellowship 
on campus. Then, as I talked about how we 
were discussing issues like race, ambition 
and what not, this look of interest sparked in 
her eyes and unbelief. She said, "Thanks." 
She may have walked away with a 
different view of Christians that day. I'm 
praying for her. She looked genuinely 
baffled like that did not at all fit her view 
of Christianity.” 

Engage NU: A New Opportunity to Engage the Campus 

Have you ever stepped out into something new that you really 
wondered if it could be pulled off?  That’s what we tried this year 
with EngageNU, a campus mission week at Northwestern.   
 
Here’s what EngageNU was: For an entire week, over 140 
students, spanning four InterVarsity chapters, joined together in a 
concerted effort to engage Northwestern with the message of 
Jesus. Engage NU was the largest campus work I’ve been a part 
of. It involved constructing interactive booths, planning numerous 
seminars, a large service event, a massive publicity campaign, and 
a 24 hour prayer ministry.  Logistically, it took precise coordination
between multiple ministries.  And students (as they always seem to 
do) put things off until the last minute and were burning the 
midnight oil, but it burned bright enough to let the gospel shine on 
campus. 
 
I sat with my staff partner, Allen, as we began the kick-off event and 
said, “Can you believe this, Allen?”  EngageNU was a student-led, 
student-driven, student-motivated outreach that I just came along 
side and watched God at work.   
 
It didn’t always go perfect, and we learned a lot of lessons, but the 
key we found is that students weren’t afraid to publicly proclaim 
and embody the good news of Jesus.  The gospel is very often 
misunderstood (see sidebar student conversation) and the voice 
that we bring to the campus is one that provides a holistic view of 
God’s heart to reclaim and redeem a broken world – individuals,
systems, and structures.  That is truly good news. 
 
Want to see more?  Go online at www.engagenu.blogspot.com.   
 
 

Thank-you for your continued prayerful and financial support.  Would 
you consider a gift in June or July?  As I’ll be in Cairo this summer, 
I will not be able spend time raising financial support and it would be 
helpful to my time in preparation for next year.  Use the enclosed 
envelope, or go online at www.intervarsity.org/donate.   


