
 

  
 

 
Growth  
Across the board of all of our 
ministries at Northwestern, we 
have seen growth this fall.  It is a 
gift from God and we are grateful 
to see more students connecting 
with Jesus and with each other. 
 
 
Teaching  
I have received more teaching 
requests and have to be wise in 
discerning where to teach.  Please 
pray that I continue to faithfully 
teach God’s Word and invite 
students to take the next step to 
following Jesus. 
 
 
Seminary  
I will be taking classes Dec 1-5 and 
Jan 5-9 at Wheaton Graduate 
School.  Please pray that I am able 
to continue to use this in my 
ministry to students. 
 
 
Finances  
See my other enclosed letter – I 
am currently in deficit for the year 
thus far.  Please pray for the 
necessary funds to come in at year 
end. 
 
 
Future  
I am discerning my future with 
InterVarsity and would very much 
appreciate your prayers during this 
time.   

Dear Friends and Family, 
 
“Sometimes Jesus is messy – and that’s OK.” 
 
I didn’t know what else to say.  So these words just came out of my mouth.   
 
I was praying with a student at a retreat after I spoke words of challenge to 
steep ourselves in the reality of God’s love. Her tears came freely, and I 
didn’t have any other words to say to them as I was praying.   
 
Sandra didn’t feel like anyone really knew her.  She struggled with an eating 
disorder.  She came from a broken home.  She looked to escape from the 
problems in looking for the next party.  She came to her senses and humbled 
herself and recognized she needed help.  She was willing to accept Jesus 
on his terms because she knew He loved her. 
 
I’d like to tell you that this was the exception rather than the norm in ministry 
at an elite university – but I’d be lying.  Very few students get to a point of 
honesty where the words they speak conform to the messy reality of their 
inner being.  I told her she was courageous and humble like Jesus. 
 
As we enter the Christmas season, I’m beginning to see the scenes with 
picturesque snowscaped rolling hills with smoking chimneys.  I will soon see 
the city of Chicago lit up beautifully and the shopping lines of Michigan 
Avenue.  But they have little to do with the first Christmas, where the 
destiny of the world rested in the choices of two rural teenagers in a 
messy situation. 
 
Mary’s unplanned parenthood brought disgrace to her family.  She was nearly 
divorced by Joseph, and was on the run for the first few years of Jesus’ life.  
Yet Mary was the first to accept Jesus on his own terms, despite such high 
cost.  Inconvenient hardly begins to describe her circumstances.  Impossible 
is better. 
 
Accepting Jesus on his terms is difficult and messy.  But through the most 
humble of ways, God connected with his helpless children through 
becoming helpless himself.  As I prayed with the student, it became clear 
that she was connecting with God and was experiencing God’s love for her.  
The tears were followed by hugs of acceptance and joy from true friends.   
 
The good news of Jesus became real, and she became part of the celebration 
– just like the angels on that first Christmas day.  May you experience that 
blessing as well this season. 
 
 Grace & Peace, 
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This fall, I’ve walked several of my students through a 
book you can find in your local Christian Bookstore – 
True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In.  
James Choung, author and friend on staff, helps his 
readers recover the idea of the gospel indeed being 
good news.  Pick it up on the shelves today! 
 

James and I have talked of this over the years - enough 
for him to acknowledge me in his work. It’s exciting to 
see how your contributions to my ministry with 
InterVarsity are having a wider impact! 
 

In an era where Christian university students are more 
and more marginalized, it’s imperative that they 
truly know the gospel of Jesus is truly good news.  
The gospel is at its most powerful when its depth is 
grasped and lived by its followers.  Would you pray for 
more followers of Jesus to embody and proclaim the 
gospel? 

I’m returning to a passion of mine for Greek Conference this year – I’ll be 
directing the medium size group designed specifically for folks who 
aren’t yet Christians. 
 
This is the place I love to be – it’s where students and staff alike realize 
the importance our ministry when folks who are far from God are able to 
make a decision to follow Jesus.  It’s a place where we consistently 
see folks who encounter God for the first time and are 
transformed forever. 
 
For me, it’s a chance to see how students who are skeptics and seekers 
alike can see the power of God show up for the weekend. 
 
Would you commit to praying for me as I’ll be doing much of the 
teaching and answering of students’ questions for the weekend?  I know 
I’m not able on my own, so I am in need of your prayer. 

Another joy this fall was officially staffing NU’s La Fe – 
Latino Fellowship.  My role, like always, is to develop 
student leaders to lead the ministry.   
 
La Fe is a strong but small presence at Northwestern. 
The students attended the first Latino student training 
conference in our area of the country, Encuentro, and 
it was a privilege to host them at my church. 
 
Pray for God to continue multiply the efforts of La 
Fe to reach more and more Latino students on 
campus. 

An NU student and an NU alumnus at Encuentro. 


